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Introduction -  Why book talk matters  
 

When children regularly read for pleasure, everything gets a lift : their 

reading achievement, their confidence across subjects and even their 

wellbeing, empathy, and resilience. One of the simplest ways to grow 

that love of reading is through everyday, informal book talk.  

When children chat naturally about what they  are reading  -  what made 

them laugh, what puzzled them, what they want to recommend  -  

reading feels social, joyful  and purposeful. A welcoming environment 

and a community of readers make these conversations easy and 

spontaneous. With a few small shifts, you can create a classroom where 

book talk pops up everywhere: in doorways, during transitions  and while 

browsing shelves . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Framework (2023): “Core strategies to 

encourage sustained, voluntary reading include: 

adults reading aloud regularly, including in class or 

form time; informal book talk, including 

recommendations from peers and adults; 

encouraging library use; pro viding time to read; 

sociable reading environments, reading together 

and sharing books.”  
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Below , you will find a range of practical tweaks, ideas and 

strategies to help make book talk happen  in your classroom . 

 

Environment: c reating inviting spaces 

that spark everyday book talk  

A warm, well - loved reading environment invites children to pick up texts, linger  and 

talk. Small design choices can make big differences.  

 

Make reading visible and social  
• Reading spots gallery  

Invite pupils to draw or photograph their favourite places to read (home, 

playground, bus stop). Display them with captions such as “What makes this 

spot special?”  These are great prompts for spontaneous chat and peer 

recommendations.  

• Two- sentence reviews and “Top 5” lists  

Curate child - made micro - reviews on shelf edges and themed lists ( “Top 5 

laugh - out - loud reads” , “Top 5 graphic novels” ). These become natural 

conversation starters at the point of book choice.  

 

Co - c reate the space with pupils  
• Bookmarks, posters and pupil art  

Ask pupils to design bookmarks and posters celebrating reading. Feature 

quotes from class favourites and display book - inspired art. Co - ownership 

increases browsing, borrowing and chatter.  

• ‘Texts that tempt’  

Keep face - out displays of high - interest, varied formats (comics, magazines, 

bilingual books, instruction manuals) so every child can find a “way in” to talk 

about reading. Research shows that informal book talk grows when the 

space feels warm, inviting and  full of things to read.  

 

Build daily micro - routines for talk  
• ‘Pause and ponder’ shelf  

Create a basket labelled “Books we need to talk about” . When a child hits a 

puzzling, funny or gripping bit, they add the book as a cue for later chat.  

• Doorway prompts  

Post three big prompts near the library door: Liked? Puzzled? Connections?  
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These mirror Aidan Chambers’ Tell Me “Three Sharings” and normalise 

reflective talk during transitions  (more information on this is below ). 

 

Make read - aloud sociable ( not just audible)  
Read ing aloud  sessions are  catalysts for “blether.” Pair them with 60 - second “talk 

moments” , turn - and - tell, quick post - its on a class Padlet , or a “Who would 

recommend this to whom and why?”  vote. Reading aloud and independent reading 

time naturally spark richer, more spontaneous book chat.  
 

Using Aidan Chambers’ ‘Tell Me ’ approach  

Chambers offers a simple, inclusive framework that helps children speak out their 

reading without slipping into a comprehension quiz. Build his prompts into your 

environment so talk happens little - and - often:  

 

‘Tell Me ’ posters ( large and c hild- friendly)  

Likes/Dislikes  -  What caught your attention? What would you change?  

Puzzles  -  What felt strange or confusing?  

Connections/Patterns  -  What does this remind you of in your life, another book or 

the wider world?  
Display next to your reading corner and on a mini easel  that travels with you to the carpet 

or outdoors.  

 

‘Tell Me ’ prompt c ards  

Keep Chambers’ extended question set on a lanyard card to prompt rich, open talk 

-  never to be asked in a fixed sequence  and never as a test.  

 

Why this works  

Chambers emphasises starting with what children notice and feel, then surfacing 

puzzles and connections. When woven into your space (on shelves, displays and 

prompts), these moves support more open, social talk and help children relax and 

enjoy sharing wit hout worrying about “getting it right.”  
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Community: Building a c ulture where 

every c hild is a recommender  
 

Strong reading communities are built on relationships: children, staff, and families 

trade tips, stories, and opinions. Informal, back - and - forth book chat is a hallmark 

of effective Reading for Pleasure pedagogy.  

 
Foster reciprocal recommendations  

• Reader - to - reader minutes  

Seed 2 – 3 short “blether moments” across the day (lining up, after lunch, end -

of - day). Rotate two roles: Pitcher  (30 - second book pitch) and Matcher  

(suggests who else might enjoy it and why). Small, frequent opportunities 

lead pupils to “take over” book blether with confidence.  

• ‘Who’s this for?’ tags  

Encourage children to attach tags like “If you liked Dog Man…”  or “Great for 

fans of mysteries”  to returned books  for quick, peer - friendly chat starters.  

 

Weave in c ommunity voices  
• Family and c ommunity story shares  

Invite an older community member or family volunteers to share a childhood 

story or local tale; gather pupil questions in advance to centre children’s 

curiosity and comparison talk ( What surprised you? What did this remind you 

of? ). 

• Reading c afés and secret book c lubs  

Try family reading cafés after school or playful “secret drops” of wrapped 

books with riddles to grow talk beyond the classroom walls.  

 

Leverage s imple digital ideas  
• Use Padlet or Teams channels for photo snippets of annotated pages, 15 -

second video “micro - reviews” or a weekly “mystery line”  challenge . You can 

post a captivating line  and  children guess the book and recommend similar 

reads.  

 

Sustain a shared language of talk  
• Develop the ‘Tell Me ’ approach across your setting so that children learn the 

habits of liking, wondering and connecting. Chambers’ framework is 

deliberately open and exploratory, inviting every voice into the mix.  
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Embeddin g Aiden Chambers’ ‘Tell Me ’ across your 

school c ommunity  

Assemblies and newsletters  

Spotlight one child and one adult each week using a mini Tell Me:  

“What did you like? Where were you puzzled? What connections did you make?”  

This models that all readers grapple and grow , and that questions are as valued as 

answers.  

 

Pupil - led book c lubs  

Start with voluntary personal responses before moving to puzzles and connections; 

avoid “right answer” hunts. When communities are interactive and reciprocal, 

engagement rises.  
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